
Bridging the Care 

Gap
- or how to galvanise 

communities to 

support our ageing 

population



British Values 1
Which of the following is a traditional food associated 

with Scotland?

A -- Roast beef

B – Ulster fry

C – Fish and chips

D – Haggis

Source: Life in the UK, Official Practice Questions



British Values 2
What are TWO fundamental principles of British life?

A – Only driving your car on weekdays

B – Participation in community life

C – Growing your own fruit and vegetables

D – Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs

Source: ibid



British Values 3
What are TWO benefits of volunteering?

A – Earning additional money

B – Meeting new people

C – You are given a courtesy car as transport

D – Making your community a better place

Source: ibid



A tsunami of demand …

2.9m with three or more long-term conditions by 2018

1.4m with dementia by 2030

Older people account for 60% hospital admissions

65% hospital bed days

56% social care spending

Numbers with learning disability rising 3%-8% annually



… an impossible response

Adult social care jobs in England – 1.85m

Annual rate of growth – 4.5%

Number of people doing jobs – 1.63m

Projected number of jobs by 2025 – 3.1m 

Source: Skills for Care









Beveridge

“The State in organising security should

not stifle incentive, opportunity,

responsibility; in establishing a national

minimum it should leave room and

encouragement for voluntary action by

each individual to provide more

than the minimum for himself and his 

family.”



Jimmy Reid

“The untapped resources of the North

Sea are as nothing compared to the 

untapped resources of our people. I am 

convinced that the great mass of our 

people go through life without even a 

glimmer of what they could have 

contributed to their fellow human 

beings.”



Jeremy Hunt Jeremy Hunt

“

“A forgotten million who

live amongst us – ignored

to our national shame”
ha



Norman Lamb
“We need a movement like 

Neighbourhood Watch for Care, to 

guard against isolation amongst older 

and disabled people. If we can organise 

ourselves to look out for our neighbours 

against the threat of house burglaries, 

then we can do it for loneliness and 

isolation.”



John Cruddas

“The politics of the future will be about 

innovation and participation … that 

means renewing our institutions and 

government devolving and sharing 

power with people, not doing things for 

them or to them. Policy is about building 

support for public action. It means 

promising less and asking more.”













But now …
“We are really proud that we have demonstrated different ways we 

can support a good ageing in the UK. Sadly however the current 

climate of deep cuts in the public sector has made it increasingly 

difficult to support the growth of London Circle. Circles receive no 

core funding and whilst we generate revenue from our members, a 

climate of deep recession and our commitment to serve the whole 

community meant that London Circle could not be independently 

sustainable at this time. London CIC therefore made the sad decision 

to cease trading from the end of March 2014.”





“Joining and participating

in one group cuts in half

your odds of dying next 

year.”



… and it makes you happier

“To compensate someone

who doesn’t talk to their 

neighbours would require a 

windfall of £2,100 per annum 

to be just as satisfied with life 

as someone who talks to them 

every day for a year” 

– Dr Nick Powdthavee




