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Rebecca 23 experienced a brain haemorrhage, which led to
catastrophic brain damage and now has severe and complex needs
requiring 24 hour care. Rebecca is from a remote part of Scotland and
has been in hospital for a year. Rebecca’s family are keen to care for
her at home, as they do not want her going into a residential unit.

It has not been possible to identify providers who can accommodate
this level of care due to the remoteness of where the family live. In light
of this, Rebecca’s mother has advised she is willing to be Rebecca’s
carer, however, will have to give up her full ime employment. She has
been informed that the Local Authority may consider providing the
family with a direct payment to employ a family member. Rebecca lives
with her mother, father, and three older brothers. The family were
known to the social work department previously in light of an allegation
that Rebecca’s 25 year old brother had sexually assaulted a 15 year
old girl when he was 17. At this time, the family were reluctant to have
any social work involvement and were adamant the young woman in
question was “just trying to cause trouble for the family.” A police
investigation was carried out and no conviction was made.
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